
BUILDING 
A WORLD 
WITHOUT 
NEC

The NEC Society is the world’s 

leading charity focused on 

necrotizing enterocolitis (NEC). 

Through our unique patient-

provider partnership model, 

the NEC Society has become 

the international leader in NEC 

research, education, & advocacy.

NECsociety.org



Turning Pain Into Power 
Necrotizing enterocolitis (NEC) is a devastating intestinal 

disease that affects vulnerable infants during their first 

weeks and months of life. The word “necrotizing” means 

the process of tissue death and the word “enterocolitis” 

means inflammation of the small intestine or colon. Each 

year, approximately 9,000 infants develop NEC in the 

US, and up to 40% of these babies die from the disease. 

Infants who survive NEC often struggle with lifelong 

complications. 

The NEC Society’s mission is to build a world without 

NEC by advancing research, education, and advocacy 

to overcome the inadequate treatment and prevention 

options that have thwarted progress for decades. The NEC 

Society is a patient-led organization that works in direct 

partnership with renowned clinicians, researchers, and 

other diverse stakeholders toward a world where babies 

never experience the devastation of NEC. 

Our vision is bold. 
A world without necrotizing 
enterocolitis is achievable.

Losing Micah to NEC 

has compelled our 

family to give and do 

all we can to prevent 

this devastating 

disease.  Together, 

with your support, we 

can move mountains.

- Jennifer Canvasser, 

Founder & Executive 

Director

“

”



For our family, the NEC Society represents hope in the 

midst of apparent helplessness and community in the 

midst of apparent isolation. 

-  Green Family

“
”

Turning Pain into Progress
Despite NEC causing 1 in 10 deaths in NICUs across the country, relatively 

little progress has been made in understanding, preventing, and treating 

the disease. The NEC Society is equipping medical professionals with the 

information and resources they need to identify, prevent, and treat NEC. 

Turning Pain into Hope
Our work is deeply personal; we often meet patient-families in moments 

of raw crisis. For families who experience the devastation of NEC, our 

organization represents hope amid feelings of helplessness and a sense 

of community amid feelings of isolation.  

These families are our “why.” They drive and compel our work. Every day, 

more infants are diagnosed with NEC and too many do not make it home 

to their families. 

The NEC Society is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that relies on donations 

from individuals and foundations. We have come so far. Yet, there is so 

much more that needs to be done. You can help protect infants from 

this devastating disease. Please join us by making a donation. No gift is 

too small, and every contribution makes a difference.

Will you join us in building 
a world without NEC?



Advancing Research  
The NEC Biorepository includes 8 research centers across the United States that 
collect NEC-related human tissue samples. In this groundbreaking collaboration, 
centers are sharing these hard-to-acquire samples, accelerating the pace of NEC 

research.  

The NEC Society’s Research Incubator advances science through knowledge 
sharing, collaboration, and research funding. 

The NEC Society is preparing to launch the NEC Registry, to collect data from 
patient-families affected by NEC. This information will help researchers better 

understand NEC and its long-term effects.

 

Education

The NEC Society organizes  the NEC Symposium, North America’s only international 

scientific conference on NEC.  

Since 2019, the NEC Society has hosted over 20 educational webinars for researchers, 
clinicians, and families. This webinar series shares the latest research and best 

clinical practices.

Resources for Families

The NEC Society provides resource boxes to families newly diagnosed with NEC or 
who have tragically lost their child to this disease. Our resources empower families 
with information and comfort when they need it most.  

The NEC Society’s website provides evidence-based, compassionate information 
for families about the disease, as well as stories from families sharing their personal 
stories, which demonstrate the urgency of our work. 

 

How 
we are 
building 
a world 
without 
NEC:
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We can 
achieve even 

more with 
your support!

From the research perspective, it’s incredibly inspiring 
and motivating to have patients and families coalescing, 
because it nudges people who might otherwise work in 
silos to collaborate with each other. 

-  Ravi Mangal Patel, MD, MSc

“
”

TO DONATE:

NECsociety.kindful.com

NEC Society 
established 
as a 501(c)(3)

1st research 
project 
underway

Received 
1st PCORI 
award

1st NEC 
Symposium

Major 
scientific 
publication

Webinar 
series 
launched

Biobank 
launched

Long term 
outcomes 
project

Research Prioritization, 
Family Resource Boxes, 
Research Incubator,  & 
much more!

Number of NEC 

Society programs & 

projects underway:
2020

Checks can be mailed to:

NEC Society
140 B Street, Suite 5, #128
Davis, CA 95616

Join us!
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